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MANUEL A. ABASCAL
Partner
Latham & Watkins LLP

With a dis-
tinguished 
career as a 

law firm litigator 
and federal pros-
ecutor, Manny 
Abascal has han-
dled a variety of 
litigation matters, 
including multiple 

criminal and civil jury trials; SEC proceed-
ings; criminal, civil and administrative 
investigations; internal investigations; 
voluntary disclosures and testimony before 
Congress and state legislative bodies. 
These matters have involved several 
industries, including healthcare, financial 
institutions, financial services, investment 
advisors and hedge funds, entertainment, 
accounting, construction, food and agri-
culture, e-commerce and technology.

In addition to Abascal’s successful 
litigation practice, he dedicates a sub-
stantial amount of his time to pro bono 
work and community service on behalf 
of needy individuals and worthy organi-
zations – including serving as Founding 
Chair of the Board of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Community Hospital. In the last 
year, Abascal personally negotiated the 
innovative agreements and secured gov-
ernment resolutions that created a unique, 
public-private partnership that allowed 
the independent non-for-profit safety net 
hospital to open and operate in one of the 
most underserved and economically disad-
vantaged communities in the nation. 

RAYMOND O. AGHAIAN
Partner
Kilpatrick, Townsend & Stockton LLP

Ray Aghaian is 
an experienced 
trial lawyer 

and former federal 
prosecutor focus-
ing his practice 
on white-collar 
criminal defense, 
cybersecurity and 
corporate internal 

investigations. As a federal prosecutor 
with the Cyber & Intellectual Property 
Crimes Section of the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office in the Central District of Califor-
nia, Aghaian helped lead the U.S. Justice 
Department’s efforts in investigating and 
prosecuting an array of white collar crimes 
including cyber intrusions, copyright and 
trademark infringement, healthcare fraud, 
theft of trade secrets, bribery, mail, wire 
and bank fraud, money laundering, tax 
evasion, and mortgage fraud. Due to the 
depth and breadth of his work, he was 
nominated for the prestigious Attorney 
General’s Award, the highest award in the 
Department of Justice. 

In his current practice, he focuses on 
white-collar criminal defense and cyberse-
curity. Aghaian has represented numerous 
companies and corporate executives in 
a variety of internal investigations and 
white-collar defense matters. He advises 
clients in responding to cyber-attacks, data 
breaches, compliance matters and system 
assessments.

KENNETH G. ANDERSON
Partner
Haight Brown & Bonesteel LLP

Ken Anderson 
is the leader of 
Haight Brown 

& Bonesteel’s Food 
Safety Litigation 
Practice Group 
and has emerged as 
a thought leader in 
the field. Ander-
son has been 

selected as the National Coordinating 
counsel for defendants in major nation-
al listeriosis outbreaks for soft cheese, 
cantaloupe and apples. Additionally, he 
assists in risk transfer and public relations 
management during a listeriosis outbreak 
associated with onions.

In a recent national listeriosis case, 
Anderson was praised by a mediator who 
shared the belief that without Anderson’s 
personality, integrity and perseverance the 
case would have failed to settle. In De-
cember of 2015, Anderson spoke to The 
Peanut Council, a food producing industry 
group, on the lessons learned from canta-
loupe litigation, including strategies to be 
best prepared for the inevitable and unfor-
tunate food safety recall and its ramifica-
tions. At the 2015 Alaska Environmental 
Health Association, he helped deliver the 
keynote presentation on food and safety 
titled “The Future of Food Regulation in 
Time of Government Deficits and Down-
sizing.” 

DINO BARAJAS
Partner
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld

A partner in 
Akin Gump’s 
global project 

finance and cor-
porate practices, 
Dino Barajas is 
one of the nation’s 
foremost domestic 
and international 
project devel-

opment and finance attorneys. He is 
renowned for his substantial and substan-
tive knowledge and experience and his 
successful track record of executing signif-
icant deals throughout the United States, 
Latin America and the Caribbean. 

His practice involves domestic and 
international project financings in the 
energy, power, infrastructure and com-
mercial sectors, with particular emphasis 
on Latin American infrastructure project 
financings, debt financings, and mergers 
and acquisitions. Additionally, Barajas is a 
member of the Los Angeles office’s diversi-
ty committee. Within the last year, Barajas 
has been involved as counsel in a number 
of the largest infrastructure developments 
in the Americas, including advising 
Diamond Generating Corporation, a 
subsidiary of Mitsubishi Corporation, in 
its acquisition of a 50% ownership interest 
in an approximately 925 MW natural 
gas-fired power project. Simultaneously 
with Diamond’s acquisition, the project 
closed a $780 million non-recourse project 
financing.
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ANDREW CHOUNG
Partner/Head of Patent & Tech. Practice
Glaser Weil Fink Howard Avchen &  
Shapiro LLP

Andrew Choung 
is a Partner 
and Head of 

Patent and Tech-
nology Practice 
in Glaser Weil’s 
Intellectual 
Property practice 
group, specializing 
in patent litiga-

tion. Choung’s practice and experience 
runs the gamut of IP law, with a primary 
focus on high-tech, complex patent liti-
gation and strategic counseling, including 
the development of both assertion and 
non-assertion monetization programs. He 
also advises clients on patent portfolio 
development, patent acquisitions and 
licensing, and IP due diligence. 

With a footprint in both the U.S. and 
Asia, Choung also has experience in assist-
ing and counseling clients on cross-border 
matters, including multi-country patent 
enforcement. He has helped Korean 
companies with their U.S. legal and IP 
issues, particularly assisting small to medi-
um-sized Korean companies, Korean start-
up companies, and Korean universities and 
research institutes that are inexperienced 
with the complexities and pitfalls of the 
U.S. legal system. He recently won an 
appeal in a precedent-setting opinion by 
the Federal Circuit on behalf of Nero in 
defense of a patent infringement lawsuit 
brought by JVC on various optical disc 
patents.

TAMBRY BRADFORD
Partner
Pepper Hamilton LLP

Since joining 
Pepper Ham-
ilton in 2013, 

Tambry Hamilton 
has quickly estab-
lished herself as a 
top-rate litigator, a 
leader in Pepper’s 
Los Angeles office 
and a key con-

tributor to the firm’s efforts on the West 
Coast. Bradford, who was elevated to part-
nership this year, is a member of Pepper’s 
Commercial Litigation and Healthcare 
Services Practice Groups. She focuses her 
practice on a wide range of complex com-
mercial litigation matters involving con-
tract disputes, fraud, unfair competition 
and product liability. As a trial attorney, 
she has represented individuals and public 
and private companies in state and federal 
courts.

While Bradford handles all kinds of 
commercial litigation matters, she ahs a 
particular focus on the health care indus-
try. Her clients include hospitals, medical 
groups and other health care related 
organizations. As head litigator in Pepper’s 
West Coast health care practice, Bradford 
is often called upon to defend the firm’s 
healthcare clients in court, to develop lit-
igation strategy and to mitigate litigation 
risk. 

WILLIAM J. BRIGGS II
Partner
Venable LLP

William J. 
Briggs, II, 
Partner with 

Venable LLP in 
Los Angeles, is 
recognized as a 
leading trial lawyer 
and civil litigator, 
with extensive 
experience in the 

entertainment industry. He provides coun-
sel to some of the most recognizable names 
in the film, television, music and sports 
industries. His clients include actors, musi-
cians, comedians, producers, high-net-
worth individuals, celebrities, athletes and 
entertainers. 

Briggs has successfully defended clients 
against multiple claims in excess of $20 
million. He has wide-ranging trial experi-
ence in state and federal courts, involving 
intellectual property disputes, complex 
entertainment contract disputes, part-
nership disputes, rights of publicity and 
first amendment issues, and employment 
matters. Briggs has substantial courtroom 
experience in disputes that involve trade-
marks, copyrights, the First Amendment, 
defamation, invasion of privacy, right of 
publicity, guild disputes, profit participa-
tion, royalty payments, and interpretation 
and enforcement of talent, executive, 
distribution, film and recording contracts. 
Additionally, Briggs provides pro bono 
legal services for the “I Have A Dream” 
Foundation and has worked with the Alli-
ance for Children’s Rights. 

APALLA CHOPRA
Partner, Chair of Labor & Employment Practice
O’Melveny

Apalla Chopra 
is Chair of 
O’Melveny’s 

Labor and Employ-
ment Practice, 
and a member of 
the Firm’s Exec-
utive and Policy 
Committees. 
She specializes 

in litigating complex multi-plaintiff and 
class action discrimination and wage and 
hour cases. Her experience is broad as she 
has represented clients in cases regarding 
employee allegations of invasion of priva-
cy, wrongful discharge, and discrimination 
based on age, race, sex, national origin, 
physical handicap, and related matters. 
Chopra also has represented clients in tra-
ditional labor matters under the National 
Labor Relations Act and Educational 
Employment Relations Act, and has expe-
rience negotiating collective bargaining 
agreements and executive employment 
contracts. 

Chopra is also among a handful of 
lawyers that colleges and universities 
turn to for their most complex and high 
profile legal challenges, including Title 
IX and Clery Act investigations and fol-
low-on litigation into their handling of 
sexual assault allegations. She’s become 
the national go-to lawyer for Title IX 
investigations and follow-on litigation 
over how universities handle sexual assault 
allegations, an issue spreading throughout 
colleges across the country. 
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MICHELLE COOKE
Partner and Co-Chair, Intellectual Property 
Practice
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP

Michelle 
Cooke con-
tinues to 

build a high profile 
and expansive 
practice in the 
trademark field. 
Her work spans 
many industries 
with her client list 

including Universal Studios, publicly trad-
ed Alliance Healthcare, Eurostar and oth-
ers. She has specialized in the trademark 
arena for over 20 years, and since joining 
Manatt, she has been able to extend her 
experience in developing and executing 
brand-centric legal strategies for multi-
ple existing firm clients, particularly in 
entertainment, multimedia and consumer 
products. 

Cooke is a recognized leader in the 
intellectual property field. Universal City 
Studios first engaged her several years 
ago to develop and implement trademark 
enforcement strategies for merchandise 
from certain film franchises in emerg-
ing markets such as South America and 
Asia-Pacific. Among her roles for this cli-
ent is her spearheading enforcement and 
protection efforts for multiple Universal 
divisions for different film franchises on a 
global basis including major markets such 
as the United States and Europe.

WILL CHUCHAWAT
Partner & M&A Practice Chair
Sheppard Mullin

Will Chucha-
wat is the 
Team Leader 

of Sheppard Mul-
lin’s M&A Team 
and is a partner in 
the Los Angeles 
office. He was one 
of the youngest 
ever partners in 

Sheppard’s 90-year history and one of the 
fastest ever to earn the title. He was the 
firm’s first cross border M&A attorney, 
relocating to Shanghai in 2007-2009 to 
build Sheppard’s corporate practice in 
China (which was Sheppard’s first interna-
tional office). 

Chuchawat is an advisor to private 
equity and public and private companies 
in the US and internationally. He is the 
go-to M&A attorney for a broad spec-
trum of clients. He represents clients in 
all industries, including A&D (where he 
co-heads the industry team), healthcare, 
biosciences, financial services, TMT, 
manufacturing, food and beverage and 
consumer. In 2015, he closed 34 deals and 
had 3,390.8 billable hours. Currently, he 
is handling 26 M&A deals (acquisitions 
or sales) in industries ranging from health-
care to A&D to consumer to Oil & Gas to 
everything in between.

VICTOR DE LA CRUZ
Partner @ Co-Chair, Land Use Practice
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP

Victor De 
la Cruz has 
become recog-

nized as one of the 
leading land use 
and government 
attorneys in Los 
Angeles. Co-Chair 
of the Central 
City Association’s 

Housing, Land Use & Development Com-
mittee, the leading voice of business on 
development issues facing Los Angeles, 
and National Co-Chair of Manatt’s Real 
Estate & Land Use Practice, De la Cruz is 
widely sought out for complex and contro-
versial projects at the intersection of law 
and government. 

De la Cruz stands out in his ability to 
not only handle the technical legal aspects 
of a real estate development project and 
government contract matter, but also to 
quarterback its political, pre-litigation, 
public relations and media strategies. In 
the past two years, he has served as lead 
counsel on various high profile matters, 
including representation of Kilroy Real-
ty on its $300 million Academy Square 
project off Sunset and Vine in the heart of 
Hollywood, for which he is currently han-
dling the land use entitlement and Cali-
fornia Environmental Quality Act review 
for the marquee 3.5-acre project.

DENNIS S. ELLIS
Partner Litigation Department
Paul Hastings LLP

Dennis Ellis is 
a partner in 
the Litigation 

Department of 
Paul Hastings 
and is the Global 
Chair of the Com-
plex Litigation and 
Arbitration prac-
tice group. Ellis 

concentrates his practice in the defense of 
consumer class actions, complex commer-
cial cases, mass and toxic tort litigation, 
and product liability lawsuits. Ellis also has 
a thriving practice representing plaintiffs 
in various business litigation matters, 
including copyright, trademark, trade 
secret and breach of contract actions. 

Ellis has worked for a diverse group 
of clients, including major retail chains, 
cosmetic, petroleum, pharmaceutical and 
manufacturing companies, and interna-
tionally known celebrities. Among other 
clients, he is currently representing his 
cosmetic client L’Oréal USA, Inc. in mul-
tiple class actions, pending in state and 
federal court, alleging false advertising and 
unfair competition. He also represented 
the General Electric Company as lead 
counsel in a breach of contract and fraud 
case (based on failed negotiations sur-
rounding a purchase of medical device pat-
ents), which lead to a motion for summary 
judgment granted in favor of GE.
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E. MARTIN ESTRADA
Partner
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

Fresh off the 
heels of win-
ning the Justice 

Department’s top 
award for obtain-
ing convictions in 
one of the nation’s 
largest RICO 
organized crime 
prosecutions, E. 

Martin Estrada joined Munger, Tolles & 
Olson and set about defending major com-
panies and civic institutions in their most 
complicated cases. With a full caseload of 
defending The Norton Simon Museum 
in an art restitution case, Wells Fargo in a 
consumer sales practices lawsuit, Southern 
California Edison in an environmental 
crimes case, LG Electronics in a multi-dis-
trict, federal antitrust case, and defending 
companies and high-level corporate exec-
utives in confidential investigations, Estra-
da is playing a critical role in a number of 
highly publicized, high-stakes and complex 
matters that are critical to the Southern 
California business community. 

In addition to his extensive work for 
corporate clients, Estrada is trial counsel 
for one of the largest educational-rights 
cases in the country. The lawsuit – which 
is the first of its kind – seeks to establish 
equal rights to education for Latinos, 
Native Americans and other groups in 
New Mexico. 

YESENIA M. GALLEGOS
Partner
Fox Rothschild LLP

Yesenia Gal-
legos of Fox 
Rothschild is 

passionate about 
her work for cli-
ents and driving 
change for diverse 
attorneys and 
women in the legal 
profession. Named 

a “Top Lawyer Under 40” and “Regional 
President of the Year” by the Hispanic 
National Bar Association in recent years, 
Gallegos is known for her professional 
excellence, integrity, leadership and 
commitment to the legal and Latino 
community. She is also an active speaker, 
presenting at national conferences on the 
topic of diversity in the legal profession 
and advising professionals of color on how 
they can change their career trajectory by 
obtaining strategic mentors and sponsors.

In her labor and employment practice, 
Gallegos represents companies in employ-
ment discrimination, harassment, retali-
ation cases, wage and hour class actions, 
and in trade-secret and non-compete 
litigation matters that require immediate 
restraining orders and injunctions in both 
state and federal court. Her clients range 
in size from local and small start-up and 
family-owned businesses to Fortune 500 
companies. 

ALBERT GIANG
Shareholder
Caldwell, Leslie & Proctor, PC

Albert Giang 
was recently 
elected as a 

shareholder at 
Caldwell Leslie & 
Proctor, PC, and 
is a leader in the 
firm’s technology, 
appellate, and pro 
bono practices. 

Since joining the firm after clerking for 
the Honorable Richard A. Paez on the 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, Giang 
has built a track record for passionate 
advocacy on some of the most pressing 
legal issues today. 

Recently, Giang’s most impressive work 
has focused on counseling technology 
companies, particularly in the “sharing 
economy.” Since 2013, Giang has advised 
the groundbreaking ridesharing company 
Lyft on a wide range of regulatory and 
litigation matters—from defending against 
major driver and passenger class actions, 
to advising on closely scrutinized indepen-
dent contractor and background check 
disputes, to representing Lyft on govern-
mental relations and environmental issues. 
In addition to his innovative advice and 
counseling, Giang has been at the fore-
front of strategically using arbitration to 
help young tech companies survive exis-
tential litigation threats. 

LISA GILFORD
Partner
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Lisa Gilford is 
consistently 
recognized 

as one of the 
leading complex 
civil litigators in 
California. Her 
practice is focused 
on class actions, 
products liability 

law and jury trials. She represents several 
major members of the automotive, phar-
maceutical, communications, oil and gas, 
aerospace and chemical manufacturing 
industries and has earned a reputation as a 
“go-to” lawyer for companies facing their 
most challenging and significant issues. As 
well, superb advocacy skills have played 
a pivotal role in shaping the outcome of 
numerous class actions nationwide. Gil-
ford has been engaged by an impressive 
roster of clients who have positioned her 
at the forefront of weighty litigation. If 
early, cost-effective resolutions cannot 
be achieved, she is highly experienced at 
defending class action lawsuits through 
the class certification process and trial. 

Over the past year, while continuing to 
secure landmark victories for Skadden cli-
ents, Gilford has led numerous high-pro-
file class action matters and provided 
diverse litigation and counseling services 
to organizations facing their most formida-
ble disputes. 
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EMILIO G. GONZALEZ
Partner
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP

Emilio Gon-
zalez is an 
experienced 

management-side 
trial attorney who 
has won jury ver-
dicts on behalf of 
employers involv-
ing civil rights, 
discrimination 

and wrongful termination claims. He has 
received many accolades for his work, 
including media recognition after his trial 
team successfully obtained a post-trial 
order reversing a $7.1 million verdict in 
2016. 

In an area where matters typically 
settle, Gonzalez has significant experience 
taking cases to trial and winning. For 
example, in Brady v. The Walt Disney 
Company, et al., Gonzalez led a team in 
this high-profile age discrimination and 
wrongful termination case filed against 
Walt Disney Pictures by its former Story 
Department director. The case had the 
potential to tap into a preconceived nar-
rative about Hollywood’s bias toward the 
young, but Gonzalez succeeded in getting 
the case dismissed at summary judgment, 
persuading the judge that Disney’s deci-
sion had everything to do with talent and 
nothing to do with age.

SAMANTHA C. GRANT
Partner
Mitchell, Silberberg & Knupp LLP

As National 
Diversity and 
Inclusion 

Chair and Partner 
for Mitchell Sil-
berberg & Knupp, 
Samantha Grant 
has been a trail-
blazer in diversity 
for the firm. Under 

her guidance and leadership, she has sin-
gle handedly driven the efforts of MSK’s 
impact on the legal profession as a whole, 
as well as the broader community, on mat-
ters of diversity. 

Aside from Grant’s championing the 
topic of diversity for MSK and the broader 
community, she juggles her extracurricular 
efforts with her charismatic force in the 
labor and employment department at the 
firm. She consistently and successfully 
represents employers in a wide variety of 
matters. She is an effective advocate for 
employers in arbitration, administrative, 
and trial proceedings, and provides the 
highest quality legal work and delivers 
superior litigation results due to her strong 
analytical, strategic, and problem solving 
skills. Her excellent negotiation and inter-
personal skills allow her to obtain remark-
ably favorable settlements, usually without 
the use or cost of a mediator, when early 
resolution is consistent with a client’s 
objectives.

ELLIOT HINDS
Partner Transactions and Corp Energy
Crowell & Moring LLP

Elliot Hinds 
is a partner 
in Crowell 

& Moring’s Los 
Angeles office and 
focuses his practice 
on corporate and 
energy matters. 
While he is deeply 
engaged in energy 

transactions, Elliot also works with clients 
in a variety of other capital-intensive 
industries, including manufacturing, 
health care, and technology.

Hinds works extensively on mergers 
and acquisitions, debt financings, proj-
ect development and finance, and joint 
ventures. The projects he has worked on 
include renewable energy (including wind, 
geothermal, solar, and biomass), natural 
gas, cogeneration and coal-fired electric 
power, liquefied natural gas, and bioetha-
nol facilities. He has handled many billions 
of dollars of energy project finance trans-
actions and worked on some of the first 
merchant facilities to be developed and/or 
owned in a fully deregulated environment. 
He represents several wind and solar en-
ergy project developers, technology com-
panies (some of whom bridge the energy 
and technology sectors), manufacturers of 
equipment, lubricants, and other products 
and companies in the health care space.

VICTOR JIH
Partner
Irell & Manella LLP

A litigation 
partner in the 
Los Angeles 

office of Irell & 
Manella, Victor 
Jih has significant 
experience in a 
broad selection of 
complex litigation 
matters, at both 

the trial and appellate levels. His areas 
of practice include entertainment, copy-
right and trademark, First Amendment, 
unfair competition, consumer privacy, 
class action defense, contract and other 
commercial disputes in forums across the 
nation. Jih’s major clients in recent years 
include computer software companies and 
hardware manufacturers, major motion 
picture studios, and other large companies 
in the Internet, entertainment and retail 
industries. 

In the last year, Jih has been involved 
in some of the most-watched cases con-
cerning internet privacy and copyright. 
Recent victories include defeating a puta-
tive class action filed against Hulu alleging 
violations of the Video Privacy Act. More 
recently, he delivered a huge victory to 
client CBS in a California class action 
lawsuit for which Jih came up with a novel 
argument, convincing the judge to grant 
summary judgment for CBS. 
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TRACEY KENNEDY
Partner
Sheppard Mullin

Tracey Kennedy 
is the go-to 
Los Angeles 

trial attorney in 
Sheppard Mul-
lin’s Labor and 
Employment prac-
tice group who is 
routinely retained 
to try cases. She is 

in high demand to try virtually any type of 
employment or business related case and 
has an impressive win record. An experi-
enced trial attorney, she has tried to ver-
dict in state and federal court employment 
matters such as age, race, sex, national 
origin, sexual orientation, and disability 
discrimination and harassment, as well as 
retaliation, and wrongful termination. 

Among her recent wins, in May of 
this year, she obtained a complete defense 
verdict for Whole Foods on a harassment 
case. A month prior, she obtained a sig-
nificant defense verdict for Taco Bell as 
to a $122 million PAGA claim for a wage 
and hour class action. After the jury trial, 
the class sought PAGA penalties of $122 
million in a two-day bench trial, the court 
found that there was no legal basis to 
award any PAGA penalties -- an import-
ant victory for Taco Bell. 

YUKIKO KOJIMA
Partner, Infrastructure Practice
Nossaman LLP

Yukiko Kojima’s 
experience 
covers some of 

the most import-
ant public-private 
partnership (PPP) 
and innovatively 
delivered projects 
in the US and 
Canada. Kojima 

was a key member of the Nossaman team 
that advised the Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT) on the procure-
ment of a concessionaire to implement 
the $2.3 billion I-4 Ultimate Managed 
Lanes Project, one of the largest and most 
complex infrastructure PPP projects in the 
US. Following the successful closing of the 
project in September of 2014, Kojima con-
tinues to assist FDOT with the implemen-
tation of the Project, which is scheduled 
to be completed in 2021.

Kojima is also a key member of the 
Nossaman team advising the University 
of California on its $1 billion UC Merced 
2020 Campus Expansion Project, one of 
the largest and most innovative social 
infrastructure procurements in the US. 
She previously played a key role in advis-
ing the New York State Thruway Author-
ity on the $3.6 billion Tappan Zee Bridge 
Replacement Project. 

AARON LEWIS
Special Counsel
Covington & Burling LLP

Aaron Lewis 
practices in 
Covington’s 

White Collar 
Defense and Inves-
tigations practice 
group. He has rep-
resented businesses 
and individuals 
in sensitive, high 

profile internal investigations, government 
enforcement matters, and complex com-
mercial litigation. Lewis began his career 
at Covington in the firm’s Washington, 
DC office and returned to the firm in 
March 2015 after six years of service in the 
Department of Justice to help open Cov-
ington’s Los Angeles office.

Since then, Lewis has worked on a 
number of important matters, including 
representation of an aerospace and defense 
company in connection with a DOJ-led 
investigation of alleged violations of the 
False Claims Act; representation of a 
municipal contractor in connection with 
a fraud investigation and prosecution led 
by the Los Angeles U.S. Attorney’s Office; 
and representation of an apparel manufac-
turer in connection with a false statements 
and obstruction of justice investigation led 
by a U.S. Attorney’s Office. He also pro-
vided representation of a financial services 
company in connection with an FCPA 
investigation.

KEVIN S. MASUDA
Partner
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

San Diego 
Chargers’ 
contemplated 

move to Los Ange-
les. DreamWorks 
Animation’s pur-
chase by NBCUni-
versal. Beats’ sale 
to Apple. These 
are just a few of 

the mega-deals in which Munger, Tolles & 
Olson corporate partner Kevin S. Masuda 
has played a key role. The Los Ange-
les-based dealmaker’s practice encompasses 
a range of business transactions, including 
mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures, 
restructurings, public and private securities 
offerings and other business financings. 

Masuda is tapped frequently by clients 
across a range of industries – almost all of 
which call California home – to help them 
navigate their most significant corporate 
transactions. Most recently, he served as 
lead counsel to MGM Resorts Internation-
al in its $900 million acquisition of Boyd 
Gaming Corporation’s stake in Borgata 
Hotel Casino & Spa in Atlantic City. In 
a deal announced in April of this year, 
Masuda also represented the independent 
directors of the board of Glendale-based 
DreamWorks Animation in the company’s 
$3.8 billion acquisition by NBCUniversal, 
a division of Comcast Corporation.
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ARTHEL MCDANIEL III
Principal 
Polsinelli LLP

Arthel McDan-
iel III is an 
exceptional 

and influential 
attorney who has 
built a niche legal 
practice blending 
his experience in 
financial services, 
real estate, and 

entertainment law. A creative strategist 
and problem solver, McDaniel works 
closely with clients to help them navigate 
the complex issues inherent in tax credit 
finance and capital markets transactions. 

Clients rely on McDaniel for his legal 
acumen and deep industry knowledge and 
experience to achieve their business objec-
tives. Whether representing a national 
tax credit syndicator or a local nonprofit 
developer, he uses his highly developed 
drafting and negotiation skills to success-
fully close tax credit transactions in both 
up and down markets. Recently, McDaniel 
has guided one of his clients in the dispo-
sition of investor interests in 38 apartment 
complexes representing in excess of 4,100 
units of affordable housing valued at over 
$125 million. He was instrumental in 
overseeing every aspect of each transac-
tion including due diligence, as well as 
negotiating purchase and sale agreements. 

MARCELLUS MCRAE
Partner
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Marcellus 
McRae 
focuses his 

litigation practice 
on a wide variety 
of business dis-
putes, internal 
investigations, and 
criminal prosecu-
tions including 

defense of individuals and corporations 
in cases involving allegations of financial 
fraud, False Claims Act violations, pub-
lic corruption, violations of federal and 
state environmental laws, health care 
fraud, wrongful death, criminal antitrust 
violations, and other matters. He also rep-
resents and advises employers in wrongful 
termination, retaliation, and whistleblow-
er claims. 

McRae has first chaired numerous jury 
trials, bench trials, and arbitrations in both 
federal and state courts. Prior to joining 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher, he served as an 
Assistant U.S. Attorney with the Criminal 
Division, Major Frauds Section, of the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office in Los Angeles. A 
highly regarded litigator with numerous 
trials under his belt, McRae recently scored 
a complete victory for San Diego-based 
Bridgepoint Education by securing the dis-
missal with prejudice of a False Claims Act 
lawsuit brought against the education com-
pany and its school, Ashford University, in 
the U.S. District Court for the Southern 
District of California. 

DARRELL D. MILLER
Partner, Chair of Entertainment Department
Fox Rothschild LLP

Darrell D. 
Miller is 
Chair of the 

Entertainment 
Department at Fox 
Rothschild LLP, a 
national firm with 
750 attorneys in 
22 offices coast 
to coast. In the 

past year, he has garnered a remarkable 
number of accolades from the industry and 
his peers in recognition of his successes 
in closing deals for his African American 
entertainment industry clients. From 
launching a TV talk show to landing roles 
in major motion pictures and Broadway 
shows to striking deals to direct and pro-
duce, the contracts that he negotiated 
have made headlines for taking his clients’ 
careers to new levels of success. His inno-
vative techniques for effective brandbuild-
ing have transformed many of his clients’ 
careers.

By breaking into the elite ranks of the 
Director’s Guild of America and taking 
on producer roles at the Academy Awards 
and Marvel Comics franchises, Miller’s 
clients are writing a new chapter in the 
entertainment industry’s history and clear-
ing a path for the next generation.

NILI T. MOGHADDAM
Counsel
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Nili T. Mogh-
addam is 
Counsel in 

Skadden’s Los 
Angeles Litigation 
Group. Prior to 
joining the firm in 
2014, Moghaddam 
served for six years 
as an Assistant 

United States Attorney in the Central 
District of California where she prosecuted 
national security, racketeering and finan-
cial crimes. 

Moghaddam is a seasoned trial law-
yer who has served as counsel on a wide 
variety of matters at Skadden, ranging 
from white-collar crime to complex com-
mercial litigation. In addition to her legal 
skills, Moghaddam has a strong business 
development acumen, demonstrated by 
the numerous matters she has originated 
during her brief tenure at Skadden. Among 
her recent successes, Moghaddam present-
ed seven witnesses for the trial portion of a 
lawsuit brought by Ameritox, Ltd. against 
Millennium Laboratories, Inc. for false 
advertising and unfair business practices. 
Moghaddam also played a major role in 
the representation of a global healthcare 
corporation in a Foreign Corrupt Practices 
Act investigation conducted by the U.S. 
Department of Justice and the U.S. Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission.  
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NIMISH PATEL
Partner & Vice Chairman
Mitchell, Silberberg & Knupp LLP

Nimish Patel has 
a long-stand-
ing reputa-

tion for being a 
thought-leading 
corporate securi-
ties attorney. For 
almost 20 years 
he has consis-
tently delivered 

results for clients across a wide range of 
industries, leveraging various modalities of 
financing companies. Whether the ven-
ture-backed financings of the late 1990’s 
or the roaring reverse merger and PIPEs 
market in the early 2000’s or the massive 
influx of Chinese-based companies seeking 
capital in US markets in the late 2000’s, 
Patel has worked on hundreds of transac-
tions involving billions of dollars in accu-
mulated financings.

With a pedigree that includes a CPA 
(formerly having practiced at Deloitte) 
and MBA, Patel has persistently brought 
a dealmaker’s personality to corporate 
securities. In the past 12 months, Patel’s 
clients have completed NASDAQ uplist-
ings, closed on multi-million public offer-
ings, concluded a nine-figure cross-border 
merger, and secured numerous venture 
financing transactions. His involvement 
in helping emerging growth companies 
secure the necessary capital to grow their 
business has been as consistent in the past 
year as it has for almost two decades. 

ANGELA REDDOCK-WRIGHT
Employment & Labor Law Attorney
Reddock Law Group

Angela Red-
dock-Wright 
is the Found-

ing & Managing 
Attorney of the 
Reddock Law 
Group, a boutique 
employment law 
firm based in 
downtown Los 

Angeles. She and her firm were selected 
to manage the Project Labor Agreement 
(PLA) between the unions and the sta-
dium builders for the Inglewood NFL 
Los Angeles Rams Stadium. This project 
will generate thousands of jobs in the Los 
Angeles County area and will be a great 
economic boost, with Reddock-Wright at 
the forefront of helping bring the project 
to life. 

Additionally, in March of this year, 
Reddock-Wright was appointed to serve 
on the County of Los Angeles Equity 
Oversight Panel (CEOP). The CEOP is a 
one-of-a-kind body that strives to resolve 
employment issues before they turn into 
lawsuits. The CEOP is an independent 
oversight body made up of employment 
law professionals with the authority and 
responsibility for reviewing Los Angeles 
County equity investigations and making 
recommendations to Los Angeles County 
Department Heads concerning disposition 
and discipline. 

EKWAN E. RHOW
Principal
Bird Marella PC

A high stakes 
litigator spe-
cializing in 

complex business 
disputes and trials, 
Ekwan Rhow is 
the go-to attorney 
for numerous com-
panies spanning 
across a variety of 

industries. Countless General Counsels 
of organizations such as Vizio, Hyundai, 
Samsung, and Xerox have vouched for 
Rhow and his overall practice, and a num-
ber of them have indicated publicly that 
he is one of the top Asian American trial 
lawyers in California. 

Rhow’s in-depth knowledge, tenacity, 
and commitment to clients have brought 
him much success, as well as an impressive 
roster of clientele. Within the last year 
alone, he has had a string of victories on 
behalf of major national and international 
companies, including a dismissal of a con-
sumer class action against online retailer, 
Newegg Inc., securing the dismissal of a 
copyright infringement lawsuit on behalf 
of Korea’s largest entertainment and media 
conglomerate, CJ E&M, and obtaining 
a summary judgment of a consumer class 
action against Hyundai Motor Company. 

ERIC RICHARDS
Partner
O’Melveny

As a top corpo-
rate and project 
finance attor-

ney, Eric Richards 
has been redefining 
the way major 
infrastructure proj-
ects are developed 
and financed. 
While based in Los 

Angeles, his work spans the globe, advising 
clients on projects involving investment in 
U.S. seaports, and on international deals 
such as the acquisition of airports in North-
ern Ireland and Sweden.

At O’Melveny, Richards’ practice focus-
es on project finance and infrastructure 
investment and development. He represents 
sponsors, developers, investors, financial 
institutions, and others in investment-re-
lated transactions involving infrastructure 
assets across a wide range of sectors. He is 
particularly experienced in transactions 
involving transportation infrastructure, 
including airports, seaports, rail, and surface 
transportation projects, as well as public-pri-
vate partnerships and the privatization 
of governmentally-owned assets. He has 
worked on transactions throughout a major-
ity of the United States, Asia, Latin Amer-
ica, Europe, and Africa. Notably, Richards 
has also been instrumental in bringing the 
public-private partnership (PPP) financing 
model—which has been successful in fund-
ing developments abroad—to sophisticated 
transportation enterprise and social infra-
structure projects in the US. 
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BOBBY SAADIAN
Founding President & Managing Attorney
Wilshire Law Firm

Bobby Saadian 
is the found-
ing President 

of Wilshire Law 
Firm where he has 
worked extensively 
to award victims 
of sexual assault 
and vehicular 
accidents leading 

to catastrophic injuries. He has represent-
ed thousands of clients and won millions 
of dollars in verdicts and settlements – 
amounting to more than $100 million. In 
2014-2015 he was awarded the prestigious 
Litigator Aware by the Trail Lawyer Board 
of Regents. 

Saadian and his legal team helped 
obtain a $17.1 million verdict for an 
85-year-old bus accident victim who had 
suffered catastrophic injuries, including an 
amputated leg. Although the bus company 
refused to accept liability, Saadian was 
able to fight the case in trial and achieve 
a huge verdict. Saadian is also regularly 
sought out by major media outlets for his 
legal insight and commentary on notable 
and high profile accidents. Saadian also 
champions several charitable causes and 
serves on the Board of Directors of the Los 
Angeles Trial Lawyer Charities. 

BRAD SEILING
Partner
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP

Brad Seiling 
serves as 
co-chair of 

Manatt’s Class 
Action Practice 
Group. His prac-
tice focuses on 
the defense of 
consumer class 
action lawsuits in 

state and federal courts. He has a long and 
successful track record of defending class 
actions filed against clients in the finan-
cial services, healthcare, direct marketing, 
entertainment, publishing and insurance 
industries. 

His experience defending class action 
lawsuits ranges from challenges to the 
pleadings through trial and appeal. His 
philosophy is to seek the most efficient and 
expeditious way to eliminate the risk of the 
class action for the client. He has defeated 
class certification in trial and appellate 
courts. He also has broad experience in 
negotiating favorable settlements of class 
actions and defending those settlements 
when challenged by objectors. His cases 
often involve cutting-edge legal issues that 
have significant impact for his clients and 
entire industries. For example, he recently 
employed novel arguments to successfully 
defend a marketer of a dietary supplement 
in a case alleging false advertising. 

CASSANDRA SETO
Partner
O’Melveny

Cassandra Seto 
is a litigator 
with vast expe-

rience in copyright 
and intellectual 
property issues, 
complex contract 
disputes, and 
business torts. She 
represents enter-

tainment and media companies including 
motion picture and television studios, 
publishing companies, and satellite radio 
broadcasters, among others. 

In the past few years alone, Seto has 
managed some of O’Melveny’s most 
high-profile cases and secured key victo-
ries for her media and entertainment cli-
ents. After years of hard-fought litigation, 
she helped Warner Bros. and DC Comics 
secure rights to the iconic Superman char-
acter. A theory asserted by the heirs’ of 
Superman’s creators, Joe Shuster and Jerry 
Siegel, threatened to shut down all future 
Superman works absent an enormous 
settlement. In 2013 and 2014, Seto’s team 
obtained decisive rulings confirming that 
the Siegels and Shusters granted 100% of 
their Superman rights to Warner Bros. and 
DC Comics, and were barred from recap-
turing those rights under the Copyright 
Act’s termination provisions. She has also 
represented Sirius XM in a series of land-
mark lawsuits and has scored key victories 
for Disney.

ALFRED SMITH
Partner, Chairman of Nossaman’s Water 
Practice
Nossaman LLP

Alfred Smith, 
Chair of Nos-
saman’s Water 

Practice Group, 
is a recognized 
expert in water 
and environmental 
law. A graduate of 
the Harvard Law 
School, he has 

secured more than $500 million worth of 
contamination settlements in favor of his 
clients. Alfred has successfully litigated at 
all levels. His accomplishments include 
helping negotiate one of California’s 
largest water contamination mitigation 
settlements in favor of his clients and win-
ning a unanimous decision from the U.S. 
Supreme Court. Smith is a trusted advisor 
on matters involving water rights, contam-
ination remediation, groundwater adju-
dications, water transfers, recycled water, 
desalination, conjunctive use, climate 
change, and environmental regulatory 
compliance. He has also developed water 
supply assessments and environmental 
impact reports for a wide range of residen-
tial and commercial developments.

Recently, during a time period where 
we have seen issues relating to water 
ratchet up significantly given the ongoing 
drought conditions throughout California, 
Smith has been involved on a number of 
matters that will have a profound impact 
on water statewide.
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MAURICE SUH
Co-Chair, Sports Law Practice Group
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Maurice Suh 
is Co-Chair 
of Gibson, 

Dunn & Crutch-
er’s Sports Law 
Practice Group 
and is a member 
of the Litigation 
Department and 
its White Collar 

Defense and Investigations and Crisis 
Management Practice Groups. He focuses 
his practice on business litigation and the 
representation of clients in conjunction 
with white collar, compliance and related 
government enforcement actions. As 
Co-Chair of the firm’s Sports Law Practice 
Group, he leads a team representing a 
wide range of clients in matters relating to 
professional and amateur sports, including 
individual teams, sports facilities, athletic 
associations, athletes, financial institu-
tions, television networks, sponsors and 
municipalities. 

Suh has previously served as Deputy 
Mayor of Homeland Security and Public 
Safety for the City of Los Angeles. As 
Deputy Mayor, he developed the Office 
of Homeland Security and Public Safety, 
which has responsibility over the Los 
Angeles Police Department, Los Angeles 
Fire Department and the Emergency Pre-
paredness Department and their combined 
17,500 employees and $1.7 billion budget.

KENJI TATSUGI
Partner Transactional
Holland & Knight LLP

Kenji Tatsugi is 
the head of the 
West Coast 

Corporate, Merg-
ers & Acquisitions 
and Securities 
Practice Group for 
Holland & Knight 
and a member of 
the firm’s Inter-

national & Cross-Border Transactions 
group, with a specific emphasis on the 
Japan practice. In particular, over the past 
year, his practice has focused on advising 
international entrepreneurs. This area will 
continue to grow, and legal service provid-
ers will have to cater to their needs.

Recent work highlights include his 
efforts on behalf of Nobu. Tatsugi’s rep-
resentation includes the negotiation of 
various international deals, including 
representing Nobu in a deal valued at 
$100 million where an Australian bil-
lionaire acquired a 20% interest in the 
Nobu companies. He also represented the 
expansion of Nobu Hotel & Restaurant, a 
venture with actor Robert De Niro, Nobu 
Matsuhisa & movie producer Meir Teper. 
Nobu Hotel has now opened in Caesars 
Palace, Las Vegas, Miami, and Manila. 
Upcoming locations include London, 
Riyadh, and Chicago. 

ELLISEN S. TURNER
Partner, Hiring Chair
Irell & Manella LLP

Irell & Manella 
partner Ellisen 
S. Turner is an 

IP litigator whose 
practice includes 
patent and trade 
secret litigation, 
patent post-grant 
proceedings and IP 
transactions. He 

has also excelled in pre-litigation coun-
seling, successfully resolving disputes for 
many companies before claims are even 
filed. Turner is increasingly sought after to 
facilitate the sale and acquisition of patent 
and technology portfolios. Turner has been 
responsible for writing successful briefs in 
both the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals 
and the Supreme Court of the United 
States. He has also successfully represented 
clients as both claimants and respondents 
in patent infringement proceedings before 
the International Trade Commission and 
in the International Court of Arbitration.

Turner has achieved victories in IP 
matters across the federal courts, in the 
ITC and in international arbitration, net-
ting billions of dollars in value for clients. 
Also successful on the defense side, he 
most recently successfully defended T-Mo-
bile by securing a dismissal of a trademark 
and unfair competition lawsuit brought by 
Simply Wireless in January of this year. 

DEBRA WONG YANG
Co-Chair, Crisis Management  
Practice Group
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Deb Wong Yang 
focuses her 
practice on 

corporate crime 
and compliance. 
She has also served 
as a DOJ-appoint-
ed monitor over an 
orthopedic manu-
facturing company 

with health care compliance and regulato-
ry issues. She has represented companies 
and boards in internal investigations, 
compliance matters, and criminal inves-
tigations. In addition, she has provided 
advice on matters relating to FCPA, trade 
secrets, and cyber/data intrusions. She has 
overseen teams of attorneys conducting 
internal investigations and has reviewed 
compliance programs in a variety of indus-
tries. She previously served as the U.S. 
Attorney for the Central District of Cal-
ifornia and was the first Asian-American 
woman to serve as a U.S. Attorney. 

Among her recent matters has been 
the representation of DraftKings, a 
high-profile online daily fantasy sports 
company now facing an onslaught of chal-
lenges to its business model related to data 
security and online gaming. She is co-lead 
of a Gibson Dunn team representing the 
company in all federal governmental 
inquiries into DraftKings’ practices, and 
in a majority of states Attorneys General, 
and the FTC. 
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Alfred Smith Yukiko Kojima

Nossaman congratulates  
Alfred Smith and Yukiko Kojima  

on being recognized as  
 

At Nossaman, our commitment to  
a diverse and inclusive environment  

is part of our core values.

LOS ANGELES | SAN FRANCISCO | ORANGE COUNTY | SACRAMENTO | WASHINGTON, DC | AUSTIN | SEATTLE

…having an impact on or shaping how things occur

Congratulations Elliot Hinds

Recognized by the Los Angeles  
Business Journal as a Most Influential 
Minority Lawyer

CROWELL.COM
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