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Bird Marella Wins Dismissal Without Leave to
Amend of FCA Claims Against Wireless Provider

Principals Paul Chan, Benjamin Gluck, and Julia Cherlow achieved a significant victory for mobile
virtual network provider TruConnect, the fourth largest and fastest growing wireless Lifeline
company in the United States, in a federal False Claims Act (FCA) lawsuit filed in the U.S. District
Court for the Central District of California.  

The relators' allegations threatened close to a half-billion dollars in damages, based upon alleged
improprieties in billing under the federal Lifeline program for discounted phone
services. TruConnect denied all allegations and moved to dismiss the complaint.

On March 30, the Honorable Philip S. Gutierrez granted TruConnect’s motion to dismiss all the
federal and state False Claims Act claims, without leave to amend. In so doing, Judge Gutierrez cut
off the relators’ ability to re-plead their claims, thereby eliminating the False Claims Act causes of
action from the case in their entirety.
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